
especially careful when using 
the internet, because much of 
what you put on the internet 
can be viewed by others.  It is 
important to only use trusted 
or encrypted websites such 
as your bank, credit union, 
etc. when posting personal 
information on the internet.  
When in doubt, err on the 
side of caution.  The most 
effective way to detect identi-
ty theft is to run a credit check 
on a regular basis.  A credit 
check will expose fraudulent 
accounts or credit opened in 
your name.  Remember that 
the best protection against 
identity theft is to prevent it 
from happening in the first 
place. 

 

Chief Paul Falls 

Identity theft is not new to this 
area, but it is a growing prob-
lem that can affect anyone.  
Chances are either you or 
someone you know has al-
ready been the victim of identi-
ty theft.  Identity theft is de-
fined as your personal infor-
mation being used without 
your knowledge to commit 
theft or fraud.  Some of the 
most common items stolen 
leading to identity theft include 
credit cards, driver’s license, 
social security cards, pass-
ports, personal checks, and in 
many cases just personal 
information itself.  Identity theft 
can be difficult to investigate 
because stolen information is 
often disseminated over very 
large areas which can encom-
pass cities, counties, states, 
and even countries.  In many 
cases, the stolen information 
is exchanged between theft 

We would like to remind the 
citizens of Minnetrista and St. 
Bonifacius that the winter 
parking rules are still in effect. 

The following is a summary of 
the rules for each city: 

Minnetrista 

No parking on streets be-
tween 2am and 6am, Novem-
ber 1st through March 31st. 

 

St. Bonifacius 

No motor vehicle parking 
on streets between 3am and 
7am, November 1st through 
April 1st. 

Even if there is no snow on 
the ground the ordinance is 
still in effect.  Also, even if the 
road is not posted for winter 
parking, the ordinance is still 
in effect. 

In addition, please keep all 

items, including recycling 
and garbage containers, off 
the street to prevent them 
from getting hit by snow-
plows. 

Also, it is very difficult to see 
children playing in large 
piles of snow that accumu-
late at the ends of drive-
ways.  Please keep children 
away from these piles so 
that they are not injured. 

Welcome 
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rings allowing a large number 
of criminals access to your 
stolen information.  However, 
you can protect yourself from 
identity theft by protecting your 
personal information.  There 
are a number of steps you can 
take to help protect your identi-
ty.  Pick up your mail promptly 
to limit the amount of time un-
authorized people have access 
to it.  Do not leave personal 
information (purses, wallets, 
credit cards, personal checks, 
etc.) in your vehicle.  Be careful 
not to throw personal infor-
mation in the trash where unau-
thorized people may have ac-
cess to it once it leaves your 
residence.  Never give personal 
information to solicitors in per-
son or over the phone.  Do not 
respond to suspicious mail or 
emails asking for personal in-
formation as these are often 
times a scam.  You should be 

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

PD and City Offices 
closed: 

 January 20th 

 February 17th 
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CHILD SEAT INSPECTIONS 

MINNETRISA POLICE RESERVES 

TRISTA DAY 
Trista Day will be held on 

Saturday, May 16th from 

11:00am to 2:00pm.  This 

annual public safety aware-

ness event is sponsored by 

the City of Minnetrista and 

the Crime Fund.  It features 

events for all ages including 

safety education displays, 

kids’ activities, product dis-

plays, promotional items, and 

free food!  It takes more than 

50 volunteers, vendors and 

donors to make Trista Day a 

success.  Trista Day is a 

great opportunity for your 

business or organization to 

promote itself to area resi-

dents through a booth.  It is a 

great way to serve your com-

munity, promote safety 

awareness and have fun!  If 

you are interested in helping 

make Trista Day a success 

by contributing as a vendor, 

entertainer, booth-holder, 

and/or volunteer, please con-

tact the Police Department at 

(952)446-1131 or  

police@ci.minnetrista.mn.us 

You can also visit our web-

site for information and for 

the vendor booth registration 

form.  Booth applications 

must be received by April 30, 

2020. 

netrista Police.  These ser-

vices include traffic control, 

crime prevention, citizen and 

neighborhood watch pro-

grams, residence and busi-

ness checks, security assign-

ments, and emergency 

callouts to disasters and cri-

  The Minnetrista Police De-

partment is accepting appli-

cations for positions with the 

Volunteer Reserve Unit.  The 

purpose of the Reserve Unit 

is to provide support services 

to the citizens we serve and 

to the members of the Min-

sis situations. 

If you would like an applica-

tion or have any questions 

regarding the Reserve pro-

gram, please contact Officer 

Thompson at (952)446-1131. 

CSO will inspect your child 
seat and make recommenda-
tions to help keep your child 
safe while riding in the vehi-
cle.  We must also remind 
you that this service is only 
offered to residents of Min-
netrista and St. Bonifacius. 

The Minnesota Office of Traf-
fic Safety has also set up a 
feature on their website that 
will allow you to search for a 
child seat inspection special-

ist by County.  Just visit their 
website at: 

Www.buckleupkids.state.mn.
us 

 

Across the state, there are 
over 1,000 individuals who 
have successfully passed 
child passenger safety train-
ing.  The Minnetrista Police 
Department has a Community 
Service Officer who is certi-
fied to inspect child safety 
seats.  Should you have the 
need to have your child seat 
inspected to see if it is in-
stalled and used correctly, 
please contact our office to 
set up an appointment.  The 

We are always ac-

cepting applications 

for our Volunteer 

Reserve Unit 

C R I M E  F I G H T E R  

www.buckleupkids.state.mn.us


ICE SAFETY 
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Traveling on ice: 

 Check for known thin areas 
with a local resort or bait 
shop.  Test the thickness 
yourself using an ice chisel, 
ice auger or even a cordless 
1/4 drill with a long bit. 

 Refrain from driving on ice 
whenever possible.  If you 
must drive a vehicle, be pre-
pared to leave it in a hurry—
keep windows down and 
have a simple emergency 
plan of action you have dis-
cussed with your passengers. 

 Stay away from alcoholic 
beverages.  Even “just a cou-
ple of beers” are enough to 
cause a careless error in 
judgment that could cost you 
your life.  And contrary to 
common belief, alcohol actu-
ally makes you colder rather 
than warming you up. 

 Don’t “overdrive” your snow-
mobile’s headlight.  At even 
30 miles per hour, it can take 
a much longer distance to 
stop on ice than your head-
light shines.  Many fatal 
snowmobile through-the-ice 
accidents occur because the 
machine was travelling too 
fast for the operator to stop 
when the headlamp illuminat-

ed the hole in the ice. 

 Wear a life vest under your 
winter gear.  Or wear one of 
the new flotation snowmobile 
suits.  And it’s a good idea to 
carry a pair of ice picks that 
may be homemade or pur-
chased from most well 
stocked sporting good stores 
that cater to winter anglers.  
It’s amazing how difficult it 
can be to pull yourself back 
onto the surface of unbroken 
but wet and slippery ice while 
wearing a snowmobile suit 
weighted down with 60lbs of 
water.  The ice picks really 
help pulling yourself back 
onto solid ice.  CAUTION:  
Do NOT wear a flotation de-
vice when traveling across 
the ice in an enclosed vehi-
cle. 

What if your vehicle breaks 
through? 

If your car or truck plunges 
through the ice, the best time to 
escape is before it sinks, not after.  
It will stay afloat a few seconds to 
several minutes depending on the 
air tightness of the vehicle. 

 While the car is still afloat, the 
best escape hatches are the 
side windows since the doors 
may be held shut by the wa-
ter pressure.  If the windows 

are blocked, try to push the 
windshield or rear window out 
with your feet or shoulder. 

 A vehicle with it’s engine in the 
front will sink at a steep angle 
and may land on its roof if the 
water is 15 feet or deeper.  As 
the car starts its final plunge to 
the bottom, water rapidly dis-
places the remaining air.  An 
air bubble can stay in a sub-
merged vehicle, 
but it is unlikely 
that it would re-
main by the time 
the car hits the 
bottom. 

 When the car is 
completely filled, the doors 
may be a little easier to open 
unless they are blocked by 
mud and silt.  Remember too, 
chances are that the car will be 
upside-down at this point.  Add 
darkness and near freezing 
water, and the chances of es-
cape have greatly diminished.  
This underscores the necessity 
of getting out of the car before 
it starts to sink! 

For more information, visit the MN 
DNR website: 

www.dnr.state.mn.us 

ment. 

 Interconnect your home’s 
smoke alarms.  This way, 
when one sounds, they all 
sound. 

 Teach children the sound of 
the smoke alarm and to exit 
the home/building when it 
sounds. 

 Place alarms on the ceiling 4 
inches from the wall; alarms 

on the wall must be four to 12 
inches below the ceiling. 

 Smoke alarms should be 
tested monthly. 

 Smoke alarm batteries should 
be changed at least once a 
year. 

 All smoke alarms should be 
replaced every 10 years. 

 

In the event of a fire, it is essential 
that your home is equipped with 
correctly installed and maintained 
smoke alarms.  More than half of 
all fatal fires in the home occur at 
night while people are sleeping.  
Smoke alarms cut the risk of dying 
in a home fire almost in half. 

 install smoke alarms in every 
bedroom, outside each sleep-
ing area and on every level of 
the home, including the base-

SMOKE ALARMS 
For more 

information, 

visit the MN 

Department of 

Public Safety 

website: 

www.dps.state.

mn.us 

www.dnr.state.mn.us
www.dps.state.mn.us


operate on private land with 
permission.  They may NOT 
cross state or county roads.  
Anyone 14 years old and older 
can operate a snowmobile in 
Minnesota, including crossing 
state and county roads. 

General operation: 

Where you may ride—public areas 

 In the bottom or outside slope 
of a ditch of a COUNTY or 
STATE road. 

 In the same direction as road 
traffic in the ditch from 1/2 hour 
after sunset to 1/2 hour before 
sunrise.  Other than this time, 
you can ride in either direction. 

 On a bridge in order to avoid 
obstructions to travel when 
absolutely necessary.  But, the 
snowmobile must be operated 
in the extreme right-hand lane. 

 On state and local trails. 

There are specific rules and regula-
tions for operating a snowmobile in 
Minnesota; and Minnetrista alike.  
We have mentioned a few of those 
regulations below, but all of the laws 
regarding snowmobile operation can 
be found at the Minnesota DNR 
website (link at end of article). 

Youth operation requirements: 

 Anyone under 18 years old 
must wear an approved helmet. 

 To register a snowmobile you 
must be at least 18 years old. 

 Any resident of Minnesota born 
after December 31, 1979 must 
have a snowmobile safety cer-
tificate to operate a snowmobile 
in Minnesota. 

 With a snowmobile safety certif-
icate: anyone 12 & 13 years old 
can operate a snowmobile on 
public lands, public waters, and 
grant-in-aid trails.  They may 

 On iced-over waters that have 
legal access. 

 On public lands that are open 
to motorized vehicles. 

You may NOT ride on the road-
way, shoulder or the inner slope 
of the ditch for a STATE or COUN-
TY road. 

You also may NOT ride on any 
CITY road or ditch in Minnetrista. 

For more information visit the DNR 
website at: 

www.dnr.state.mn.us 

7651 County Road 110 W 

Minnetrista, MN  55364 

Phone: (952)446-1131 

Fax:     (952)446-1623 

Email:   police@ci.minnetrista.mn.us We would like to thank everyone 
who donated a toy for our Toys 
for Tots drive.  It is greatly ap-
preciated and we enjoy deliver-
ing the toys to KARE 11 every 
year. 

Minnetrista Public Safety 

Department 

SNOWMOBILE OPERATION 

Fight Crime.  Promote Safety 

Contact Information 

Visit our website: 

www.cityofminnetrista.com 

www.cityofminnetrista.com
www.dnr.state.mn.us

